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INSIDE
BUSINESS

LEADING
THE PACK

Who has spent the most money
lobbying in South Carolina —
and did it pay off?

ART OF
THE DEAL

Call it a “business lunch,” or call
it a “power lunch” — it's where
Columbia’s deals are made.
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Agencies
decline
to report
lobbying

‘Liaisons’ aren’t lobbyists,
some state officials say

By CHRIS ROBERTS
Staff Writer

Some S.C. agencies with lobbyists on their
payrolls have stopped filing reports with the
Ethics Commission, making it harder than ever
to know how much of your tax money is spent
to influence the Legislature.

Those agencies say a reinterpretation of
ethics laws means the same employees who
once filed financial reports as “lobbyists” are
actually “legislative liaisons” who do not have
to disclose their activities.

Government agencies spent $2.2 million to
lobby the Legislature between January 2003
and May 31, according to reports they filed
with the S.C. Ethics Commission. Those lob-
bying were nearly 40 state agencies, local gov-
ernments and public universities.

The real amount spent on lobbying is likely
hundreds of thousands of dollars more but can-
not be determined. While most universities and
local government agencies still file reports, just
nine of 17 state agencies that filed reports in
2001 did so again this year.

Some of those state agencies stopped lob-
bying. At least one started — the Judicial De-
partment, which paid $35,000 to a contract lob-
byist this year.

SEE REPORTS PAGE Al14
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Firefighter shortage

puts area at risk

FIRST OF THREE PARTS

Recent fires in Richland,
Lexington counties
show lack of volunteers
IS ‘recipe for disaster’

ing policies.

Local fire departments are
struggling to recruit and retain vol-
unteer firefighters — a shortage
that is compromising service and
forcing re-examination of recruit-

Some departments strain to
find enough volunteers to meet le-

gal requirements for fighting fires
— especially during daylight hours.
It's “ 221 a recipe for disaster be-
cause we don’t have enough peo-
ple to do the job out here,” Colum-
bia Fire Capt. Allen Derrick said.
This summer, two incidents have
underscored the demands on vol-

By JOHN O’CONNOR and J.R. GONZALES | Staff Writers

unteer firefighters, who serve hun-
dreds of thousands of residents in
Richland and Lexington counties.

On July 25, a better response
from volunteers could have mini-
mized damage to a house in north
Richland County, according to a
Columbia fire report.

And in June and July, a series
of lightning-sparked fires left Lex-

ington County departments scram-
bling to cover for each other.

Experts and fire officials blame
the volunteer shortage on the time
commitment required, increased
training requirements and people
feeling less responsible for serving
their communities.

“What it means is that the re-
sponse you get to the fire at your
house will vary generally by time
of day,” Columbia Assistant Fire
Chief Bradley Anderson said. “If
your fire occurs in the evening,
you're likely to get a better turnout
of firefighters.”

The Columbia department not
only serves the city, but also has a
contract to oversee service for un-
incorporated Richland County,
where nearly all firefighters are
volunteers.

The local losses are part of a
wider trend. The number of vol-
unteer firefighters has decreased
about 10 percent nationally over
the last 20 years, according to the
National Volunteer Fire Council.
The problem is compounded by in-
creased demand for service,
stricter safety standards and rapid
suburban growth in the Midlands.

From July 2003 through June
2004, the 15 stations handled 4,727
calls, or 22 percent of all calls the
Columbia Fire Department han-
dled during that time.

The volunteer shortage is more
severe nationally than in South
Carolina, said Jim Bowie, execu-
tive director of the South Carolina
Firemen’s Association. Still, he
questions whether S.C. depart-
ments are addressing the problem
adequately .

Federal safety regulations put
into place in 1999 increased to four
the number of firefighters needed
to fight a fire, but most depart-
ments prefer a higher number.

Firefighters must work in pairs,

TIM DOMINICK/THE STATE
Volunteer firefighter Jay Hendrix rushes to a firetruck after an alarm at the Batesburg-Leesville station.
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Pivotal undecided voters find Bush, Kerry lacking

INSIDE

Alook at S.C.’s delegates as they
prepare for the start of
the Republican
National
Convention

INSIDE
IMPACT

By STEVEN THOMMA
Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON — There are only about
2.6 million of them, but they could hold
the future of the nation in their hands.

They are the undecideds, voters who
haven’t firmly made up their minds be-
tween George W. Bush and John Kerry.
If this year’s election is as close as ex-
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pected, they are likely to decide it.
They are still open to either man, a
penetrating new survey shows, but they
have two main complaints: They don’t
like President Bush’s war in Irag, and
they simply don't like Sen. Kerry. Said
Kurt Trachte, 47, a construction worker
from St. Charles, Mo.: “I massively want
Bush to lose, but | don’t like Kerry.”
Yet nearly 9 out of 10 say they’re

certain to vote — although most plan
to wait until the final days, if not hours,
to decide.

In perhaps a bad omen for Bush,
more of the undecideds voted for him
in 2000 than for Democrat Al Gore, in-
dicating Bush hasn’t persuaded them
to stay with him after four years in of-
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